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Mathematics Enhancement Programme (MEP): Key Points
1. Lesson well prepared (teacher knows the lesson plan well and is aware of any problems/difficulties which might occur), resources are at hand, board prepared in advance, pupils have own resources on desk.
2. Seating:  every pupil has direct eye contact with the teacher and can get to the board quickly and easily.  Higher attaining children seated beside lower attaining children.

3. Whole-class interactive teaching predominates, with planned intervals of individual and paired work.  All pupils on task and all given the chance to demonstrate, answer, explain, suggest, criticise, etc.

4. Friendly, non-confrontational atmosphere where pupils learn from and support others and have fun! Mistakes used as teaching points. Encouragement given to pupils who have difficulty and praise given when deserved.  Pupils are encouraged to appreciate the good work of others.

5. Spiral curriculum with continual revision; learning by heart encouraged with progression in small, logical steps.

6. Visualisation and manipulatives are used in the early years and with less able pupils.  Relating contexts to pupils’ experiences where possible.  Demonstrating on a number line and modelling to help understanding.

7. Exercises reviewed interactively with the whole class at the time.  Pupils give the solutions, not the teacher, and rest of the class agrees/disagrees or suggests alternative solutions.  Pupils are expected to correct their own work (i.e. cross out wrong answer and write correct answer in red).  Teacher gives hints only if the whole class is stuck.

8. Challenges or extension work set for higher attaining pupils, or they help lower attaining neighbours; no one is inactive.
9. Correct notation, layout and language used at all times. Teacher acts as a model for pupils to follow (on board and orally), repeating/showing a pupil’s explanation more clearly and succinctly where necessary.  New words always explained and written on the board for pupils to copy in exercise books.

10. Fast pace and varied activities related to the concept being taught.  Time limits set for individual/paired work. Time allowed for pupils to explain and for whole class discussion.
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